Between DIAPERS
AND NOTEBOOKS

between DIAPERS AND NOTEBOOKS
Finally
you came to
see the baby!
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So, when will
you go back
to school?
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He is
so cute.
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And his other
grandmother? Talk
to Claudio’s mom!
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I don’t think I will.
My mother found
a new job at a
cleaning company.

Claudio is the father but
he doesn’t care! I doubt that
his mother would help!

She’ll earn more, but
she’ll have to work
all day. There will be
no one to take care
of Gabriel.
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That’s
not fair
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And I did want
to go back to
school.

But
there’s
no way...
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On the following day at school ...

Mrs Elaine calls Fabiana’s mother and invites her to a meeting at school.

Thaís!

11

Hi Mrs!
What’s up?

Everything’s good.
Have you heard
from Fabiana?

Good afternoon!
Sorry I’m a little
late.
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So, when will
Fabiana be
back?

In the meantime she’s
not going to study.
I can’t stay with the
baby for her.
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Oh Mrs, I don’t
think she is going
back to school.
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Her mother found
a job and will work
all day ...
I think
so too...
...so there’ll
be no one to
look after
the baby.

What a
pity!
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Look Mrs. Grace, I
know that this is a
difficult time, but it’s a
pity for Fabiana to
leave school.
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...You cannot imagine
how much I have
already cried because
of this…

But there’s
no way...

Either I feed
my family or
I take care of
the baby!

I don’t
know ...

Do you have
Fabiana’s phone
number?
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I’ll try to
talk to her.
I have her
mother’s mobile
number ...
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But couldn’t she
study at night?
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Think about it.
Fabiana’s still a
teenager. She has
the right to study!
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That night, at Fabiana’s home...

Yesterday I went
to your school.
Your math teacher
called me.
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You are
breastfeeding!
Please put some beets on
that plate. Just because
you’re no longer pregnant, it
doesn’t mean you can neglect
your nutrition.
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More than a month after the baby was born, Fabiana
is not in school. One Saturday morning she takes Gabriel
to sunbathe and runs into Claudio, the boy’s father.

She wants you
to go back to
school.

Finally you appear!
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When Gabriel is
a little older I
will go back ...
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Thaís, can you take
Gabriel for a while?

That’s right. I’m not around much
because I am at home taking care of
the baby you haven’t seen since he
got out of the hospital!

Bye!
But I’ve been
thinking. What if you
study at night? The
class starts at half
past six ...

20

What’s up
Gabriel? Talk
to Daddy!

...I’m already
at home at
that time...
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I’d like to be around
more, but why go to your
house and see the baby
if you and your mom only
treat me badly?
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I do not work yet ! I’m finishing
high school! If I study, I can
find a good job, but we have
to be patient!
The pill doesn’t prevent
diseases. You were there
when the doctor told us
that and you agreed...
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Mrs. Elaine
knows that.
And still!

You’re all stressed out!
If you didn’t want to be
pregnant you should have
taken the pill !

I’ll go back
later.
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And me? I can’t even
study. And all of this is
happening just because
you did not want to
use a condom!
What are you saying,
mother! You come home
exhausted from work!
Moreover, nobody who has
a child goes back to
school right away.

There’s
no
money!
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Seriously, just listen: if you
don’t work, ask your parents for
help! At my mother’s work they
mentioned government programs
that support families with no
money. Look into these programs!
Do something! Whatever!

This is such a
pain, dammit...
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I’ll try to
find out
something...
He will finish high
school this year! And
what about me...
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The fight with Claudio makes Fabiana think.
She decides to seek out the school.

The teacher Elaine decides to discuss Fabiana’s case with the principal of the school.

Fabiana! What
a surprise! How
is the baby?
Sandra? May
I come in?

Gabriel
is great!
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Do you
remember
Fabiana?

I am thinking of
going back to
school.
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That’s great!

But I don’t want to stop
breastfeeding Gabriel, and I
already missed more than one
month of classes. Can I still
finish the year at school?

Wow, but she
has already
missed two
months of class!

The one who
had a baby
recently?
Exactly. She
wants come
back to school.
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And if she could
take these
classes later?
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To continue breastfeeding you can leave
your breast milk at home for your baby so
your mother can feed it to him with a spoon.
The doctor at the health office can teach
you how to pump the milk.

... we let her pass the year
and, next year, she does
the tests for the subjects
she missed this year.

But what about the
classes I’ve already
Missed? Will the
school help me?

We’ll have to
see… But don’t
give up!
You are creating an
exception. What do I
do with the four other
similar cases I have at
this school?
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Well, Fabiana is the only one who
came to me. But I really think that all
the girls deserve to be helped. When
we are pregnant don’t we have a leave
from our jobs? Why can’t they?
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On that point,
you are right ...
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And so

Excuse me?
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Fabiana goes back to school.
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We are going to
do an assignment
in pairs. Find your
pairs!

Please,
come in.
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Will you do
this with me?

THE END...
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